To the great sadness of his many friends, Guy Dodson passed away on Christmas eve 2012, 3 weeks before his 76th birthday. On January 10th, 2013, his latest joint publication appeared in Nature, describing crystal structures of insulin bound to several insulin receptor fragments containing one of the insulin binding sites, a major step forward in solving a riddle that had preoccupied him for over four decades (Menting et al., 2013) . His co-authors dedicated the article to Guy, in recognition of his lifetime contribution to the study of the structure of insulin.
Guy was an outstanding X-ray crystallographer, internationally known for his highly influential work on insulin and on the mechanism of action of various enzymes, a.o. lipases and penicillin acylase. The establishment of radioligand binding assays for studying the insulin receptor by Jesse Roth and colleagues at the NIH in 1971 transformed the way insulin structure-activity could be studied, limited up to then to mouse convulsion assays or tricky bioassays.
The use of synthetic, semisynthetic, and chemically modified insulins to explore the structure-function relationships of insulin was critical in the 1970s and early 1980s, when the advent of recombinant insulin vastly expanded the possibilities of making modified insulins, the structure of many of which was solved by Guy and his team. Guy also collaborated closely with the pharmaceutical industry in solving the structure of insulin analogs destined to clinical use.
These new methods helped the blossoming of an active international network with many fruitful collaborations, for which Guy continued to be a beacon. I feel very privileged to have been part of this community since my days at the NIH. I will men- Guy shared Dorothy's political commitments and was active in collaborations and contacts with scientists in China, India, and Cuba.
After retirement, Guy continued to be very active and I mentioned earlier the success of his and his associate Marek Brzozowski's collaboration with an international consortium led by Mike Lawrence in Melbourne and Mike Weiss in Cleveland, and other members of the abovementioned network, in solving a partial structure of the insulin receptor complex.
On a personal level, Guy was a very kind person of great charm, with no trace of arrogance, and with Eleanor created a very hospitable atmosphere in the lab. Guy's infectious and great enthusiasm for science was inspirational and is fondly remembered by all who worked with him.
Guy is survived by Eleanor, three sons, a daughter, and three grandchildren and his twin brother Maurice and his family. 
